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Program Note

Sinfonia Domestica (Op. 53) is a tone poem by Richard Strauss, composed in 1902-1903. It is a
large-scale orchestral work that offers a richly detailed and often humorous musical portrait of the
composet's daily domestic life. Strauss intended it as a musical autobiography, depicting scenes with his
wife Pauline, their young son Franz, and the rhythms of family life—from playtime and bedtime rituals to
arguments and reconciliation.

The work is scored for an enormous orchestra and is known for its lush orchestration, complex thematic
structure, and occasional use of leitmotifs to represent family members. It blends elements of symphonic
form with programmatic content, showcasing Strauss’s technical mastery and vivid imagination. Though
initially controversial for its personal subject matter, Sinfonia Domestica is now appreciated as a bold and
intimate work that stretches the boundaries of the symphonic tradition.

The Finale of Sinfonia Domestica serves as the triumphant conclusion of the work and brings together
many of the themes introduced earlier. It follows a section portraying night-time, dreams, and the
peaceful sleep of the family. As morning arrives, the music gradually builds in energy and brightness,
symbolizing the start of a new day.

In the Finale, Strauss reintroduces and transforms earlier motifs—especially those representing family
members—into a joyful and celebratory orchestral climax. This movement is marked by rich harmonies,
intricate counterpoint, and a sense of emotional resolution. The child’s motif becomes more confident
and developed, the husband and wife themes are reconciled, and the entire family is musically united.One
of the highlights of the Finale is the use of a fugue, where different family themes are woven together in a
contrapuntal display of Strauss’s compositional skill. This section underscores the complexity and unity of
domestic life. The work ends with a jubilant and expansive coda, full of warmth and affirmation,
portraying family life not as mundane, but as a subject worthy of grand musical celebration. The Finale
thus brings the entire Sinfonia Domestica to a powerful and affectionate close.

Instrumentation

Woodwinds Brass Percussion
Piccolo Horn F 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 Timpani
Solo Flute 1,2,3 Trumpet in C (Bb) 1,2,3,4 Percussion 1.2
Oboe 1,2 Trombones 1,23 ’
Oboe d'amore Baritone

English Horn Basstuba

Clarinet in D (Eb)

Solo Clarinet in A Cello

Solo Clarinet 1,2 in Bb String Bass

Bassoon 1,2,3.4

Contrabassoon

Flute 1,2 Harp

Eb Clarinet

Bb Clarinet 1,2,3

Bass Clarinet Bb

Alto Saxophone Eb 1,2
Tenor Saxophone Bb
Baritone Saxophone Eb
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Pice.

Ob. d'a.

Engl. Hom

Cl. solo A
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B»ClL.2
B»CL 3
Bass Cl.
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A.Sx.2

T.Sx.

B. Sx.
Hn. 13
Hn. 24
Hn. 5,7
Hn. 6,8
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